
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 November, 2014
Between 7.30pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present
Brian Corbett – Chair, Cllrs Andy Robbins, Cheryl Wilson (nee Austin), Peter Tully & Sally Harris

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, PC Colin Heath, Alison Snaith and Howard Snaith Jr (from 7.40).

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Farrell.

2. Declarations of interest – The Chair advised he had an interest in agenda item 5b and would not 
contribute to that agenda item. Cllrs Wilson & Robbins declared an interest in item 6d as Trustees of the 
RTC. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – 
The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted. The Clerk 
advised there had been no further update received.      

b) item 5d: Play Area footpath: Chair Corbett excused himself from this agenda item. There was discussion 
regarding the progress of the footpath at the play area. It was agreed to meet at the play area when the path 
was completed to sign-off the work.  The Clerk highlighted that Mark Kane (NCC) advised there would need 
to be a legal document completed by the land owners as well as way-leave agreement before any work could 
be undertaken in respect of street lighting along the footpath. It was agreed the Clerk should return to Mr 
Kane seeking a quote before any decision was made on the type of lighting.

PC Heath suggested the Parish Council approached Michael Connelly at LMAPs for potential funding of 
lighting.  

c) item 5d: Notice board at the Memorial Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted. 

d) item 8a: Village Festival: After discussion it was agreed to advertise an initial ‘kick-off’ meeting for 20 
November. It was agreed whilst the Parish Council would chair the initial meeting any village festival would 
need to be a community effort. 

e) item 8b: Percy Arms: It was agreed that what had been arranged at the Queen’s Head in Morpeth would not 
work with the Percy Arms. There was no further update on the potential sale of the property.      

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for October, 2014: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) 2015-16 precept: The Clerk shared the finances showing actual spend so far this financial year and forecast 
spend for the remainder. It was agreed to discuss the matter more fully at the December when the next 
financial year precept would be agreed.       

c) Donation request from North Tynies Childcare: There was agreement that North Tynies provided a great service 
to the local community and there was agreement from all Councillors to make a donation of £100.  

d) Payment of final EDF compensation to RTC: It was agreed to make the final payment for £136.92 to RTC. 

7. Planning - There were no planning applications this month.  
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8. New Business
a) Millennium Green Christmas tree and electric supply: The Clerk advised he had heard from Mark Kane (NCC) 
regarding the cost of providing an electric supply to the Christmas tree. The quote received was for £2,328 
plus VAT. Mr Kane also advised the work could not be undertaken until early 2015, missing this Christmas. 
It was agreed this was too expensive but it was agreed to postpone further conversation until the ‘Surgery’ 
after the meeting. Meantime the Clerk provided details of possible lights that could be purchased for the tree.

b) Snow clearing of footpaths: Discussion highlighted that there had previously been a number of different 
volunteers who have cleared snow from footpaths and these people should be given opportunity to quote for
clearing any snow this winter. It was agreed that the paths around Rede House, Dennis Lane and along the 
main road to the Border Reiver were the key paths for clearing. There was concern raised as to where snow 
would be cleared to especially along the main road. It was agreed the Parish insurance should also be 
reviewed in relation to snow clearing.

c) Northumberland Local Heroes: The Clerk’s Report was received and accepted.      

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 2 December, 2014 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Meeting closed at 8.25pm

‘Surgery’
Christmas tree in Millennium Green – Mrs Snaith advised that she had an electrician fit outlets that were 
good for all weather use but would check that these are appropriate for supplying power to the Christmas 
tree. She confirmed she would be happy to provide the power supply. The Parish Council thanked Mrs Snaith
for the kind gesture.

There was further discussion of a carol service around the tree on Christmas Eve with the possibility of 
providing seasonal refreshments.
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